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United 
States

Maryland

County /
Municipality

Community 
(by-laws)
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Levels of 
Government



Executive
President, Governor
executive agencies

Regulations

COMAR

Legislature
U.S. Congress, State General Assembly, or County 

Council

Statutes

Maryland Code

Judiciary
Courts

Cases, Rules

Maryland Reports
Maryland Rules

Constitution

Law is 
language passed by 
government bodies 
that holds force 
over all parties in a 
particular 
jurisdiction
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What is the law?



http://mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/g
ateway-to-md-law
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Where to 
find the 
law -
Maryland

http://mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/gateway-to-md-law


Where to 
find the 
law -
Federal

USA.gov Laws and Regulations – learn about

https://www.law.cornell.edu/

United States Code

Government Printing Office

Code of Federal Regulations

https://www.usa.gov/laws-and-regs USA.gov
https://www.usa.gov/laws-and-regs
https://www.law.cornell.edu/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/uscode
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/
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Court of Appeals

Court of Special Appeals

Circuit Court (24)
District Court (34)

Appellate 
Courts

Trial
Courts

Orphans Court

Circuit Court
Family (divorce, custody)

Administrative agency appeals

Jury cases

District Court
Traffic

Landlord/Tenant
Small Claims

Orphans Court
Probate (wills)

The Maryland 
Court System

https://mdcourts.gov/

https://mdcourts.gov/


FORMS
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• There are few standard, fill-in-the blank forms 
for Maryland court actions

• Standard forms are on mdcourts.gov

• Sample forms books provide examples and 
guidance – in libraries

https://mdcourts.gov/


Reliable Information – People’s Law Library

• Forming a Limited Liability Company (LLC) in the State of Maryland

• One or more people may form an LLC. This article will be most helpful 
to a single owner, also called a “member,” who wants to form an LLC.

https://www.peoples-law.org/cat/other-legal-issues/maryland-small-
business (collection of articles)

• Forming a Stock Corporation in the State of Maryland

• Forming a Limited Liability Company (LLC) in the State of Maryland

https://www.peoples-law.org/forming-limited-liability-company-llc-state-maryland
https://www.peoples-law.org/cat/other-legal-issues/maryland-small-business
https://www.peoples-law.org/forming-stock-corporation-state-maryland
https://www.peoples-law.org/forming-limited-liability-company-llc-state-maryland
https://www.peoples-law.org/


Reliable Information – Law Libraries

Anne Arundel County Public Law Library

Prince George’s County Circuit Court Law Library

Thurgood Marshall State Law Library

Maryland Court Law Libraries

https://www.circuitcourt.org/legal-help/law-library
https://princegeorgescourts.org/285/Law-Library
https://mdcourts.gov/lawlib
https://mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/maryland-law-libraries


Reliable Information – Public Libraries

Anne Arundel County Public Library
Business & Investing

Prince George’s County Memorial Library System
Small Business Resources

Enoch Pratt Free Library
Small Business Guide

Find Maryland Public Libraries

https://aacpl.net/
https://www.aacpl.net/business
https://www.pgcmls.info/
https://www.pgcmls.info/small-business-resources
https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/guides/small-business-guide
https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/guides/small-business-guide
https://directory.sailor.lib.md.us/


Reliable Information – NOLO

NOLO.COM
Business Articles

How to Start an LLC in Maryland

Books in the Library

https://www.nolo.com/
https://www.nolo.com/search/articles?query=business
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/maryland-form-llc-31870.html


Reliable Information - Government Sites

Prince George's County Government
Prince George’s County Business

Anne Arundel County Government
Anne Arundel Business Resources 

State of Maryland
Maryland Business Express
State Department of Assessments & Taxation (SDAT)
Office of the Attorney General and Department of Commerce: Guide to Legal Aspects of Doing 
Business in Maryland

Make sure you are using an official site.

https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/35/Business
https://www.aacounty.org/
https://www.aacounty.org/business/
https://www.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://businessexpress.maryland.gov/
https://dat.maryland.gov/pages/default.aspx
https://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/Securities Documents/legalaspects.pdf


Reliable Information – Government Sites

Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County - Business Licenses

Starting a Business in Anne Arundel County Brochure 

Circuit Court for Prince George’s County – Business Licenses

Maryland Business Express- Obtain Licenses and Permits

https://circuitcourt.org/clerk-circuit-court/business-licenses
https://www.circuitcourt.org/images/pdf/Clerk/starting-a-business-brochure-2019.pdf
https://www.princegeorgescourts.org/192/Business-Licenses
https://businessexpress.maryland.gov/start/licenses-and-permits


Reliable Information – Government Libraries

Library of Congress Research Guides

Business and Management

Federal Libraries Directory

https://www.loc.gov/
https://guides.loc.gov/business-management
https://www.loc.gov/flicc/FLD/index_FLD.html


Get Help – Find a Lawyer

Anne Arundel Bar Association Lawyers Referral

Prince George’s County Bar Association

Martindale.com

Findlaw

https://www.aabar.org/lris
https://www.pgcba.com/lawyer-referral-service/
https://www.martindale.com/
https://www.findlaw.com/

